
Vocab 
Do all vocabulary on page 293. 
* AP Words  
nation  
microstate  
exclave 
enclave  
boundary  .germander 
geometric boundary  
natural boundary  
cultural boundary  
ethnographic boundaries  
antecedent boundary  
subsequent boundary  
superimposed boundary  
world systems  
geopolitics  

Heartland  
Rimland  
capital  
forward capital 

supranationalism  
United  
Law of the Sea  
Truman Proclamation  
multinational unions  
Benelux  
Common Market  
plural society  
Ratzel's laws  

territory  
confederation  
international organization  
international regime  
reapportionment  
redistricting  
buffer state  
satellite state  
devolution  
domino theory  
city-state 
stateless nation 
 

 
Importance of? 
Fertile Crescent 
Colonialism vs. Imperialism 
Frontier vs. Boundary 

Aozou Strip 
Kurds  
European Union 

NAFTA  
United Nations 

 
Questions 

1. Describe the circumstances between China and Taiwan. 
2. Over the past half century, the number of sovereign states in the world _______  
3. What is the world's largest state? 
4. List examples of nations divided between more than one state.  
5. Two cities in Morocco, Ceuta and Melilla, are controlled by what country?  
6. What is the only large land mass not part of a sovereign state? 
7. What were the first states in ancient Mesopotamia? 
8. When did political unity in the ancient world reach its height? 
9. Where was the first widespread use of the nation-state concept? 
10. What were the motives of European states in establishing colonies?  
11. By 1900, what could the British claim about their empire?  
12. Which shape most easily fosters the establishment of effective internal communications for a smaller state?  
13. Why did the Germans establish the proruption known as the Caprivi Strip in present-day Namibia?  
14. List examples of physical boundaries.  Cultural boundaries. 
15. How were boundaries redrawn in much of Europe after World War I?  
16. Since the nineteenth century, the goal of world political leaders has been to establish the boundaries of states 

according to what principle?  
17.   What are the two main nationalities on the island of Cyprus?  What are the problems experienced by Cyprus 

during the past two decades?  
18. After the breakup of the Soviet Union, what happened to nearly all Russians?  
19. Why is conflict widespread in Africa? 
20. Which of the three types of migration factors has been the most important push factor for emigration from 

Afghanistan during the 1980s?  
 
 
 

21. Match the language family and religion to these three groups in the Caucasus: 
Nationality Language Religion 
Armenians 



Azerbaijanis 
Kurds  

22. Why are many countries moving from unitary to federal or even federation forms of government?   
23. From what two European countries did most of South Africa's whites emigrate? 
24. What was a distinctive feature of the world's superpowers between the 1940s and 1980s compared to other 

eras?  
25. What happened to Poland after the fall of communism?  What did the border between Germany and Poland 

establish after World War II? 
26. Who is not a member of the United Nations?  
27. How has the global political community changed with the end of the Cold War? 
28. Why did the British create different government structures for its various colonies? 
29. Who rules the most populous colony? 
30. List the advantages and disadvantages of different types of Elongated states, fragmented states, and perforated 

states. What unique transportation problem do landlocked states face if they wish to export their raw materials 
overseas? In what way does Zimbabwe face a different transportation problem than other landlocked states of 
southern Africa? 

31. Why do states cooperate? 
 


